Aleglitazar discontinued {#cesec10}
========================

The Swiss pharmaceutical company Roche announced that it has terminated all clinical trials of aleglitazar, which was thought to be a potentially beneficial drug for prevention of cardiovascular incidents in patients with type 2 diabetes. An independent committee advised this decision on the basis of the drug\'s poor efficacy and safety concerns.

River blindness elimination {#cesec20}
===========================

The Carter Center will intensify intervention efforts to eliminate river blindness (onchocerciasis) in Africa and Latin America. River blindness is a parasitic eye and skin disease spread by black fly bites. With assistance from the Carter Center, four formerly endemic countries in Latin America have wiped out the disorder.

US nuclear attack {#cesec30}
=================

Lessons learned from responses to natural disasters, such as Hurricane Katrina in 2005, could help the US prepare for an attack with improvised nuclear devices. A [workshop](http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2013/Nationwide-Response-Issues-After-an-Improvised-Nuclear-Device-Attack.aspx){#interrefs10} held by the US Institute of Medicine reported that improvements to public preparedness, transport systems, and education for first responders are needed.

New essential medicines {#cesec40}
=======================

The 2-yearly update of the [WHO Model List of Essential Medicines](http://www.who.int/selection_medicines/committees/expert/19/EC19_Executive_summary_Final_web_8Jul2013.pdf){#interrefs20} has been released. Of 52 applications, 17 new medicines have been added to the list, including pegylated interferon alfa for the treatment of hepatitis C, artesunate plus mefloquine fixed-dose combination for malaria, and risperidone for psychotic disorders.

Deaths in sub-Saharan Africa {#cesec50}
============================

Efforts to tackle non-communicable diseases and road traffic injuries in sub-Saharan Africa should be integrated into efforts to strengthen health systems, according to a [report](http://ncdalliance.org/news/new-world-bank-report-challenge-ncds-and-road-traffic-injuries-sub-saharan-africa){#interrefs30} by the World Bank. Non-communicable diseases and road traffic injuries cause a third of deaths in the region and are expected to increase rapidly. Africa has the highest rate of deaths from road traffic accidents in the world.
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British is best? {#cesec60}
================

The UK General Medical Council is investigating claims that foreign-trained and ethnic minority doctors have high failure rates for exams in clinical skills and to qualify for general practice because of insitutional bias. 65% of foreign-trained doctors fail their first attempt at the Clinical Skills Assessment, compared with less than 10% of British-trained doctors.

More doctors for Brazil {#cesec70}
=======================

The Brazilian Government has announced plans to place 10 000 doctors in poorly served regions. From September, the scheme will see foreign doctors hired for the first time into positions that have not been filled by Brazilian candidates. From 2015, medical students will be required to work in the public sector for 2 years before graduation.
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H1N1 in Chile {#cesec80}
=============

Chile\'s Ministry of Health reported that 33 people have died in 2013 from H1N1 influenza. 115 000 vaccines are being sent to the Tarapacá region, where at least 12 deaths have occurred and the infection rate is six times higher than in the rest of the country. Visiting Tarapacá, Chile\'s Health Minister Jaime Mañalich claimed the situation was under control.

Coronavirus talks {#cesec90}
=================

WHO is to hold urgent talks about Middle East coronavirus, because of concern that milder forms of coronavirus are going undetected and the need to establish whether travel restrictions from affected regions are necessary. Transmission could be from an animal population to man, or due to sporadic spillover resulting in small clusters within populations becoming infected.

STI rates in Alberta {#cesec100}
====================

Reported cases of sexually transmitted infections in Alberta, Canada, have risen in the past year, with increased rates of chlamydia, gonorrhoea, and syphilis. However, health experts are not worried, and attribute the increase to more people getting tested as a result of a successful advertising campaign to raise public awareness of sexually transmitted infections.

Diarrhoea in Durban {#cesec110}
===================

30 babies have died in the past 2 months during a diarrhoea outbreak in Durban, South Africa. The outbreak is being linked to rotavirus: 55% of diarrhoea cases tested in June were positive for the virus. Residents are being urged to wash their hands thoroughly and often to bring the outbreak to a halt.

Beating cancer {#cesec120}
==============

[Data](http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/cancer-info/cancerstats/mortality/all-cancers-combined/){#interrefs40} from Cancer Research UK show that more than half a million cancer deaths have been prevented over the past three decades because of improved methods for prevention, diagnosis, and treatment, such as tamoxifen for breast cancer and cisplatin for testicular cancer. Future advances could include improvements in surgery, radiotherapy, and immunotherapy, according to the charity.

For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio/>
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